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NEWSRAIL 


FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


Monday the Fourteenth of January 1985 dawned hot 
vane a strong wind blowing — shades of Ash Wednesday 

As the temperature soard into the forties it was only a 
matter of time before something happened. As fires 
spread throughout the State during the afternoon the 
damage bill steadily climbed, the Railways suffering more 
this time than in 1983. By mid-afternoon the Geelong 
line was cut with all services suspended and in a short 
time the Western line was blocked by a tree over the line 
at Deer Park West and a fire at Melton. A suburban 
train pulled down the overhead near Albion blocking the 
Bendigo line for hours and starting a grass fire that even 
had the standard gauge line closed for a while. Around 
Maryborough major fires did considerable damage to the 
Ballarat line and other lines in the district. Luckily a cool 
change passed through the State in the evening and this 
allowed breakdown and maintenance crews to get to 
work and get the services back. 

Within a couple of days and after much hard work the 
system was nearly back to normal, with a minimum of 
inconvenience to the public. 


Front Cover: G513 and C501 on an Up goods plus G514 
and T407 on a block wheat train at Horsham on 11.1.85. 
This was G514’s second day in revenue service. (Frank 
Londey) 
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Opposite Above: X39 and X37 double-head the 13 30 
Up pass. from Geelong still in their blue and yellow 
Vicrail livery, on 6.11.84. 


Opposite Below: One hour earlier X35 arrived with the 
12 30 YY pass. in the new V/Line colours. (Both photos 
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Standard Gauge to Adelaide 


With the opening of the standard gauge line from 
Crystal Brook to Adelaide recently, it seems only a 
matter of time before a Melbourne - Adelaide standard 
gauge line is built. Such a line would have obvious 
advantages for Melbourne - Perth and Melbourne - 
Alice Springs traffic, and provide an alternative Sydney 
- Adelaide link. But perhaps the major advantage of a 
“new”? line is that it could avoid at least some of the 
disadvantages of the present lines. 

The present route to Adelaide is hardly the ideal 
interstate link, built in little pieces with little apparent 
thought for the long term future. Steep grades and 
sharp curves (many unnecessary) combine to keep 
loads and speeds down. Historically the trend has 
always been to faster and heavier trains, and there 
seems no reason why this will not continue, although 
passenger trains are not likely to increase in size. XPT 
trains are regularly running at 160 km/h in NSW (and 
hopefully soon in Victoria) with freight trains running 
at 115. With any new lines, this trend to higher speeds 
must be taken into account. The present line has many 
curves on perfectly flat terrain that, while unimportant 
when speeds were much lower, are costing more and 
more in braking and accelerating costs and time lost as 
speeds inevitably increase. 


PROPOSALS FOR A NEW LINE 


Although V/Line seems to be against the idea of any 
standard gauge line, the Department of Transport and 
AN are strongly in favour of a “‘hybrid”’ line involving 
some new, some converted, and some dual gauge 
track. A completely new line seems to have been ruled 
out completely on cost grounds (presumably about 
$300 million). The AN proposal involves ‘‘a new line 
from Sunshine to Geelong, conversion of the line 
from Geelong to Tailem Bend via Cressy, and dual- 
gauging of the line from Tailem Bend to Adelaide”. It 
would also involve the conversion of Wolseley - Mt 
Gambier - Portland - Maroona and either closure or 
conversion of the remaining isolated lines. This 
scheme has two main “‘selling points’? when compared 
with simply converting Sunshine to Tailem Bend. 
Firstly it avoids the steep grades that hamper traffic 
going up the “‘straight’’, and it connects Geelong to the 
standard gauge network. 

If, however, the benefits of easier grades (about | in 
100) east of Ararat are to be fully realised several 
“‘bumps’’ will need to be flattened between Ararat and 
Serviceton. At present some very short (but steep) 
grades (near Diapur, for example) effectively halve the 
ruling load over the entire route. If this is done, with 
the possibility also of easing some of the worst curves 
(Wail, for example), the Tailem Bend/Ararat section 
would be suitable for high speed running over most its 
length, with a ruling load double that at present. The 
Adelaide - Tailem Bend section could only be 
improved by building a new line (through Truro 
perhaps) by-passing the present line completely. 

Ararat - Melbourne traffic is at present routed three 
ways: via Ballan, Meredith and Cressy. obviously only 
one route is likely to be standardised, and it is the pur- 
pose of this article to argue that a modified “‘straight”’ 
route via Ballan is superior to the AN proposal via 
Cressy. Assuming that the ruling grade and load for 
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the two proposals are the same, there are four criteria 
that should influence decision-makers when faced with 
a choice of route: 

1. Construction costs 

2. Track maintenance costs 

3. Train running times and costs 

4, Service to intermediate points. 


Historically far too great a consideration has been 
given to (1) and (4). Australia has many main lines 
that wander about for what seem now to be trivial 
reasons, and built to what seem now to be very 
“branch line’’ standards. The Ballarat line is a good 
example, meandering through Gordon, Wallace and 
Bungaree and now serving none of them. Traffic bet- 
ween Melbourne and Adelaide has grown at a much 
faster rate than local traffic, and this trend seems sure 
to continue. This traffic should go the shortest, 
quickest and cheapest route unless for very good 
reasons. 

As the construction cost is a once-only event, cri- 
teria (2) and (3) clearly should carry the most weight. 


COSTS OF PRESENT PROPOSAL 


It is not easy to estimate the cost of building or upgrad- 
ing a line, but a reasonable guide to the former would 
seem to be the proposed Alice Spring - Darwin line, 
which has been costed at about $400,000 per km. An 
interesting comparison is the cost of upgrading the line 
between Muswellbrook and Port Waratah, 124 km of 
double track at $80 million, or about $300,000 per km. 
It appears that a similar upgrading (as well as conver- 
sion) would be needed between Geelong and Ararat, 
as ‘“‘C”’ classes are not permitted on this line. This 
means that the estimated cost between Sunshine and 
Ararat would be 65 km at $400,000 per km, or $26 mil- 
lion to Geelong, and 185 km at $300,000 per km, or 
$56 million Geelong to Ararat, for a total of $82 mil- 
lion. It is my belief that for around this figure an 
improved ‘‘straight”’ line could be built which would 
have a similar ruling grade to the Cressy line (1 in 100) 
but would be much cheaper to maintain and have 
lower running times and costs for almost all trains. 


ALTERNATIVE “STRAIGHT” PROPOSAL 
The present main line has four major obstacles that 
would need by-passing: Ingliston bank on the Down, 
Warrenheip bank on the Up, and the hills past 
Beaufort and Buangor which after traffic both ways. 
My proposal is this: 

1. Construction of a new line Sunshine to ‘Dog 
Trap’’, a point just past the bottom of the hor- 
seshoe curve. (40 km) 

2. Conversion of the present line Dog Trap to Llan- 
deilo. (27 km) 

3. Construction of a new goods line Dog Trap to 
Ballan. (33 km) 

4. Construction of a new line Llandeilo to Ballarat 
East. (22 km) 

5. Conversion of the present line Ballarat East tc 
Beaufort. (47 km) 

6. Construction of a new line Beaufort to a point east 
of Middle Ck. (13 km) 
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7. Conversion of the present line Middle Ck East to 
Buangor + 4 km. (16 km) 

8. Construction of a new line Buangor + 4 km to 
Buangor + 11 km. (7 km) 

9, aaa of the line from here to Ararat. (12 
m 

10. Dual-gauging of the Geelong - Ballarat line. 


This proposal involves 115 km of new track, with a 
basic cost of $46 million. The cost of upgrading/con- 
verting the various parts of the present main line used 
is much less certain, for the following reasons. This 
line is already of a much higher standard than the 
Cressy line, and could initially be used for all interstate 
traffic without upgrading. It is also highly possible that 

_ by the time the standard gauge line is built, the Ararat 
Melbourne line will have been relaid with 60 kg rail 
anyway. 

Thus the total cost for the modified ‘‘straight”’ line 
would be the $46 million for new line, the uncertain 
(but relatively small) costs of upgrading/converting 
parts of the present line, the cost of a third rail Ballarat 
- Geelong, and the additional earthworks not included 
in the basic cost for by-passing Ingliston and War- 
renheip banks. Provided that these are not excessive 
(perhaps $20 — $40 million), the line via Ballan would 
be about the same or less than the cost of the line via 
Cressy. Even if the initial costs are greater, the 
difference will soon be saved on the next relying. 
Using the $300,000 per km figure as a guide, the 
Ballan route, 68 km shorter, would save $20 million 
every time this occurs. 


THE LINE IN DETAIL 


Sunshine - Dog Trap: This section would be very 
straightforward to build, although requiring a bridge 
over the Werribee River. This section would go well to 
the south of Melton and Bacchus Marsh and have 
almost unlimited speed potential. 


Dog Trap - Llandeilo: This section would have two 
quite separate single lines as far as Ballan, with all 
except Down goods trains using the present line. 
Because only those trains too heavy to use the steep 
line would use the new line, it could be relatively curvy 
without imposing any speed restrictions, leading to a 
much lower construction cost. By using curves of 300 
or 400 metre radius, an alignment offering grades of 1 
in 100 or less is possible without major earthworks with 
the exception of a large cutting (about 1,000,000 m3) 
near Ingliston. For comparison, the Bethungra spiral 
has 280 metre radius curves, with a speed limit of 
about 65 km/h. (See map 1). 

Note: An interesting alternative to a new line here is to 
duplicate this section normally (or do nothing) and 
provide a permanent bank engine to run only between 
Dog Trap and Ingliston, about 11 km. This would 
require an extra locomotive (costing about $2 million), 
but would obviate the need for a much more expensive 
line. Due to twice the power available, trains would 
ascend the grade in about half the time, saving about 
30 minutes for the ruling load, even after attaching and 
detaching the bank engine. The only difficulty with this 
arrangement would be that Down goods trains of more 
than half the ruling load could be no less than about an 
hour apart. The remainder of this article assumes, 
however that the deviation is built. 


Llandeilo - Ballarat East: This section would go 
further south than the present line, avoiding the 1 in 
50 grade into Gordon, and avoiding Warrenheip back 
by one of two methods: 
1. A large cutting (about 1,200,000 m*) from Ballarat 
East to south of Dunnstown, 
or 
2. A new alignment branching off through the Mt 
Xavier golf course, going south about 5 km, then 
east, crossing the Geelong - Ballarat line near 
Navigators. (See map 2, page 38) 


Map 1. 
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Ballarat East - Beaufort: Some minor regrading may 
be necessary between Ballarat and Linton Junction. 


Beaufort - Middle Creek: By regrading the line out of 
Beaufort to a constant 1 in 100, the highest point has to 
be lowered only slightly. The descent to Middle Creek 
would follow the valley to the south of the present line. 
(See map 3) 


Middle Creek - Ararat: For reasons unknown to the 
author, the present line (and the Western Highway) 
cross the lower slopes of Mount Langi Ghiran about 20 
metres higher than they need to. By relocating the line 
about one kilometre to the south the grade can be kept 
to 1 in 100 both ways. The approach to Ararat may 
need to be regraded, but this would be necessary for 
trains approaching from Maroona as well. (See map 4) 


CLOSURES 

Several lines would be redundant under this scheme, 
leading to the following closures: 

1. Bacchus Marsh - Dog Trap 

2. Llandeilo - Ballarat East (present line) 

3. Gheringhap - Maroona 

4. Ararat - Avoca 

5. The by-passed lines near Beaufort and Buangor. 
As a result of these changes, all trains west of Ballarat 
would be standard gauge, running via Ballan, (or to 
Geelong), and all trains from Maryborough would run 
via Nth Geelong loop. Local Ballarat passes would be 
standard, but local goods trains would be broad gauge. 


TRACK MAINTENANCE COSTS 


It is well known that track maintenance costs are not 
proportional to the number of trains run on a line, but 
that there is a basic cost of simply keeping a line open 
even with very few trains. If traffic from two lines can 
be put onto one line, and the other one closed, subs- 
tantial savings can be made. Thus for a given amount 


of traffic, maintenance costs will depend very much on 
the total route distance open or traffic. With this in 
mind, a comparison between the two proposals can be 
made. 


LINE VIA CRESSY 

Total track km in the Sunshine - Geelong - Maroona - 
Ararat region (except the Geelong broad gauge, which 
is not affected). 


Sunshine - Ararat (standard gauge) .......... 255 
Sunshine - Ballarat (broad gauge) ............ 107 
North Geelong - Ballarat .................05. 85 
POLE: saco.se since seyoiaon gga deh aca Geek dant te cats ras oe aes 447 
(255 suitable for 160 km/h running) 

Line via Ballan 

Sunshine - Ararat (standard gauge) .......... 187 
Sunshine - Bacchus Marsh .................. 38 
Dog Trap - Ballan .......... 0.0... ee eee eee 33 
North Geelong - Ballarat (dual) .............. 85 
Ararat - Maroona ......... 0. cee cece ee eae 21 
OLA 5 x.csoniscs tuiice, x cuales nh oss a6 arn Soa ctebice deabein Sata 364 


(187 suitable for 160 km/h running) 


Thus it can be seen that the Cressy line proposal 
involves keeping open 83 km more than the Ballan 
route, 68 km of which has to be of the highest (i.e. 
most expensive standard). 


RUNNING TIMES AND TRAIN COSTS 

In an attempt to compare the two routes, the running 

times of two differently loaded trains have been com- 

puted, assuming a maximum permitted speed of 80 

km/h: 

1 A 3000 hp locomotive (126 t) hauling the ruling 
load, 2500 t. 

2 Calculations show that train ‘‘l’? can run at the 
following speeds: 
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Down 1 in 1000 (or steeper) .............. 80 km/h 
PeSVEl TRACKS os eid Pk dp cues $s dha esses ounocn 74 
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Train ‘‘2”’ can naturally keep to 80 km/h most of the 

time 

Up 1 in 300 (or easier) 

Up 1 in 100 

Using the above speeds, running times for the 

Sunshine - Ararat journey can be computed. Several 

assumptions make the calculation much easier: 

1. Trains change speed instantly at a change of grade. 
This produces a slightly higher running time if there 
are little ‘‘bumps’’ where the train’s speed starting 
the climb is important. 

2. Trains start and stop at termini instantly. 

3. There are no speed limits for curves throughout the 
journey. In practice, the restrictions at Ballarat and 
Nth Geelong loop would tend to be about equal. 

Sunshine - Ararat 


Train Via Cressy Via Ballan 
2500 t Minutes Minutes 
Down 256 259 

Up 208 204 
Total 464 463 
1000 t Minutes Minutes 
Down 194 168 

Up 190 160 
Total 384 328 


Map 4. 
MT LANG! GHIRAN 


\1 
7 
/\~ 


a 
y, 


fo) 5 lo 0 5 10 
ts [ ey oe eee 
Rm etn 


loads and times possible for wheat traffic from north- 
ern Victoria. 


PASSENGER TRAINS 


Although any line in Australia is built primarily for 
freight traffic, the effect on passenger traffic is quite 
significnt. Under either proposal, passenger services 
would be substantially altered. As the Cressy route 
would lead to the closure of the Ballarat - Ararat line, 
all Ararat traffic would go via Cressy and Beaufort 
passengers would have a bus connection to Ballarat. 
The Ballan proposal, however would revolutionise 
train travel on the western line, offering much faster 
services to all stations west of Bacchus Marsh. The first 
half of the following table shows the running times for 
suitably powered passenger trains, all limited to 115 
km/h. 

The second half of the table shows the times to each 
station if the standard gauge line allows 160 km/h. 


Melbourne to Cressy proposal Ballan proposal 


at 115 km/h Minutes Minutes 
Ballan 65 50 
Ballarat 90 67 
Beaufort 130 (Bus) 93 
Ararat 165 120 
at 160 Minutes Minutes 
Ballan 65 37 
Ballarat 90 52 
Beaufort 130 75 
Ararat 120 95 


It can be seen that the times for ruling grade trains are 
virtually identical. However, as the loads get lighter, 
the shorter route is much more preferable, the return 
trip for a 1000 t train being almost an hour faster, and 
so using an hour’s less fuel, as well as lowering crew 
and maintenance costs. Although running times for 
Ararat - Geelong traffic would be longer, this is 
balanced by the elimination of Warrenheip bank for 
Maryborough - Geelong traffic, and the improved 
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It can be seen that the Cressy proposal would lead to 
worsening of the passenger service to Ballan, Ballarat 
and Beaufort, as speeds would remain as at present, 
but the long distance trains would be missing. Beaufort 
times would actually increase, due to lower bus speeds 
and the connection at Ballarat. On the other hand, a 
new line via Ballan would see some running times 
almost halved, and savings of 25 to 45 minutes each 
way for trains to Ararat and beyond. 
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CONCLUSION 

If a standard gauge line is built between Melbourne 
and Adelaide, the best route between Melbourne and 
Ararat is one via Ballan. A new line via Cressy would 
parallel an existing route for much of the way, yet offer 
no passenger service to any intermediate point. For the 
cost of the new line to Geelong, and the refurbishing 
between Geelong and Ararat, sufficient new line could 
be built on the Ballan corridor to avoid all the problems 
of the present main line. If the capital cost is an over- 
whelming consideration, the Ballan route could be 
built without the Dog Trap - Ballan duplication, which 
although requiring one extra locomotive, would reduce 
the running times of Down freight trains by about half 
an hour. This modified scheme would certainly be 
cheaper than the Cressy proposal, as there is almost 
exactly the same amount of new line involved, but 
very little needs to be done to the old track when com- 
pared to the Cressy line. If the connection of Geelong 
to the standard gauge network is vital, this line should 
be built in addition to the main line via Ballan. This 
would still leave fewer track km open for traffic (and 
would therefore be cheaper in the long run) than the 
single main line via Cressy. 

Thus it is clear that the Ballan route would be no 
more expensive to build, (and in fact could be a great 
deal cheaper initially), would cost less in train running 
expenses, would provide a far superior passenger ser- 
vice to all stations west of Bacchus Marsh, and would 
be far cheaper to maintain. There can be no doubt that 
this line should be built rather than the AN proposal 
via Cressy. 
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C504 on 9114 climbs through Parwan while C510 waits in the 
loop to continue the journey of 9121 Down goods at 14 33 on 
Sat.16.6.84. (Graham Withers) 
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Restored Tait Train DELIVERY RUN: 27th OCTOBER, 1985 


The idea of riding in a beloved ‘‘red rattler’’ through 
the countryside on the Western line was one of 
curiosity and intrigue and the fare was very encourag- 
ing. 

My two sons, Darren and Steven and I made our 
way to Newport on the 08 29 Down Spencer St spark. 
The Up platform at Newport was bustling with railfans 
eagerly awaiting the arrival of the steamrail cars for the 
forward journey, where we met up with Colin and son 
Russell Pike who had our tickets. 


Soon a Y class appeared from the steamrail depot 
hauling our cars and stopped in the platform. I was 
pleased to find out that this was not our loco, but the 
train was shunting back into the Newport yards to 
allow our loco to attach as the ANR 937 class loco was 
too heavy for the steamrail depot track. 


What a turnup for the books, on top of all that had 
been promised (which included an old B class loco) we 
now had a 930 class and perfect weather. 


The train on the Down journey consisted of ANR 
loco 937, G4044, G1687, 600ZD, 18BV, 7BV, 32AV, 
1AV, 32ABU, 470ZD, 3ABE, Yarra. 


The wagons conveyed loads for the Ballarat 
Steamrail branch, one had coal and the other used cyc- 
lone wire fencing removed from Pentridge Jail. 


A five minute late departure had us underway with 
an unusual looking train of approximately 300 tons and 
178 passengers. One elderly lady had boarded, intend- 
ing to go to Flinders St. As we moved onto the freight 
line towards Sunshine she was assured she could get 
off when we stopped there. 


POT 


An opportunity for a standing photostop was unex- 
pected as we stopped just before the double track went 
into one line near Deer Park to cross an Up Jet. Mov- 
ing off at 10 06 we soon reached our speed limit of 65 
km/h and slowed for a manual staff exchange at 
Melton at 10 24, nineteen minutes behind time, and 
again, 10 kilometres further on at Parwan where a new 
crossing loop is now in use. We stopped at Bacchus 
Marsh at 10 43 to allow the Up 8130 Dimboola to cross 
8 minutes later with S306 and the now very familiar N 
set. After a ten minute stop our train set off and the 
unusual four stroke beat of the Alco could be heard 
hard at work approaching the 1:48 gradient of the 
Ingliston Bank. A steady 40 km/h was achieved cover- 
ing the 28 kilometres to Ballan 9 minutes over 
schedule. With another staff exchange by hand we 
continued on through Gordon to Wallace where we 
crossed X37, C507 with N set, the 8134, 11 45 Down 
Ballarat. 

Just before here at the 100 km post is where a new 
loop is being constructed. Some earth work is still in 
progress with most sleepers in position. 

Another 28 minutes later the train stopped at our 
destination, Ballarat at 12 28 on the Down platform. 

937 released from the train made its way to the loco 
depot as the rail fans positioned themselves by the 
track on the down side of the railway gates. This 
proved to be a long drawn out time, as it was well over 
an hour before the Tait set appeared. Meanwhile a pilot 
loco removed the last three vehicles from our train and 
pushed them past us towards North Ballarat. An X on 
an Up Jet also passed to keep us occupied as we all 
eagerly awaited the Y to return with the Tait cars. 


The Steam Rail special to Ballarat to collect the restored Tait cars heads toward Newport hauled by 937 on 
Sat.27.10.84. (Roger Gillard) 
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The Tait cars arriving at Ballarat station Sat.27.10.84. (Colin Pike) 


A blast from the horn of C506 on a Down Jet of 26 
vehicles heralded its departure just as the Tait cars 
appeared from the opposite end. But as luck would 
have it (or was it good planning) the Jet had just passed 
when the Y came along with 470ZD trailing, 
immaculately turned out 317M, 230D, 208T, 381M. 
With movie cameras whirring and shutters clicking to 
capture the occasion, the Tait set moved into the 
Down platform, vacated by the Steamrail cars now 
repositioned to the carriage shed area. ; 

These Tait cars selected for restoration, as part of 
Victoria’s 150th anniversary celebrations were those 
retaining most of their original architecture. Restora- 
tion is for the period 1938-58 allowing for certain pre- 
sent day operational modification and includes a colour 
scheme of 1936 of red body with moonstone grey band 
at the window line with a yellow and black lining where 
the colours meet along the top of the windows and 
black lining at the bottom. Windows have been 
reinstalled at the sliding door recesses, reversing a 
modification started in 1971 which involved plywood 
and steel sheet covers in place of these windows that 
proved difficult to keep clean in regular service. This 
work was not necessary on 230D as this car retained all 
of its windows until withdrawn from regular service. It 
was last seen in this role by the writer in November 
1981 at Heidelberg. Opening the sliding doors, which 
we later found not to rattle, revealed new doorway 
metal plates and new buff coloured linoleum with all 
woodwork restored and finished in high gloss varnish. 
The seats have been reupholstered in the familiar 
green with high wooden back draught boards having 
been fitted to the D and T. Those in 230D were 
original as it was in regular service into the 80s, and 
208T had them fitted after removal from a PL car. 
Both of these cars are identified as ‘First’ whilst the 
two M cars are ‘Second’. 
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As if that was not enough, remember the old sepia 
toned photographic scenes in trains gone by, they have 
also been put back into these remarkable old cars and 
old they are, as the dates they entered service was 
317M, 1915, 230D 1910, 208T 1910, 381M 1918. 
Above the car doors are baked enamel by-law signs 
showing penalties for ‘‘doing the wrong things”’ will 
bring a £5 fine. 

The major part of the restoration has been carried 
out at Ballarat workshops with Bendigo overhauling 
the bogies and Jolimont the traction motors. Assis- 
tance with reclaimation of old fittings has come from 
electrical volunteers who have enjoyed a close liaison 
with railway staff during the project. The fletner roof 
ventilators still remain, a program of fitment which 
started in 1954 allowing the removal of the glass fan 
lights in the clerestories, sealing them off with steel 
sheeting and so reducing winter draughts. Another 
modification at this time to remain, is the triple air 
horns. All but one M car has had these windows 
exposed, but they do not open. 

937 was now connected onto the restored Tait cars 
with the aid of 470ZD in between and more photos 
were taken in the surroundings of the 122 year old 
Ballarat station, itself undergoing restoration after fire 
damage in late 1981. 

A handing over ceremony took place with Don Potts 
and Kevin Clark representing the society and the fore- 
man and officials of the Ballarat workshops. 

At 14 35, X40 arrived 23 minutes late with the 8115 
Melbourne N set and a smart 13 minute turnaround 
saw it on its Up journey. 

ANR937 followed, 10 minutes later and moved 
steadily up the 1:52 grade of Warrenheip Bank to the 
disused Warrenheip Up platform and we alighted for 
the first photostop on our return run. 937 pulled for- 
ward on to the Geelong line and then pushed back into 
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the Up platform, the photographers imagining a Tait 
arrival at Warrenheip. We departed here at 15 17. 

The rail bridge crossing a creek at Bostock reservoir 
was the location of a photostop where the train set back 
and ran forward. Several car loads of people were pic- 
nicing and fishing here, so try to imagine what they 
were thinking when the tranquility of the picturesque 
location was broken as a train came along, crossed the 
bridge and stopped, the doors opened and 150 people 
got out... They had no reason for concern however as 
we were on our way again in 7 minutes at 15 47 and 
proceeded into Ballan where a 6 minute stop allowed a 
Down Jet to pass with C505 in charge. At 1611 we 
moved off again for a run down the Ingliston Bank and 
proceeded very slowly on approaching Bankbox Loop. 
It was a requirement that the locomotive for today’s 
return journey was fitted with operative dynamic 
brakes to reduce the risk of overheating the synthetic 
brake blocks fitted to Tait cars. It was noticed that all 
braking was carried out gradually and smoothly, and 
stopping at Bankbox Loop was no exception. 

An unscheduled photostop was held here for a 
standing shot of our train and an approaching long 
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Down Jet that was approaching with X51 and 49 work- 
ing hard with 26 vehicles and a van. The Jet stopped 
also in the loop and crawled off soon after when the 
guards changed. 

We did not stop at the Marsh as planned and passed 
here 18 minutes down and proceeded on to the next 
photo location on the Parwan’s curves. The shadows 
were becoming long as the sun was low and it is always 
in the wrong position for a photo on the Melton weir 
viaduct enroute Ballarat to Melbourne. Today the 
organiser, Don Potts arranged to make the best use of 
this natural phenomenon with a push back photostop 
to emphasize the Tait train rather than the non electric 
loco hauling it. The Tait red did make a pleasant sight 
as it crossed the viaduct. 

It is the ‘‘going there”’ which is the best part of train 
travel rather than “‘getting there’’, but all too soon 
Spencer St station arrived on the scene. Another great 
train excursion was over and I am sure every one 
enjoyed the outing and an opportunity to ride in and 
see the best Tait red that has been around for years. 

I hope the MTA will allow the train to be stored 
under cover away from the elements and vandals. 


Above: 937 heads the re- 
stored train across the Mel- 
ton viaduct on the return to 


Melbourne, Sat.27.10.84. 
(Colin Pike) 
Opposite: Varnished 


wooden slatted seat backs 
with horse hair cushions 
add to the ornate internal 
architecture of a second 
class Tait car in original 
condition. (STA Photo) 
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Radio Station 3YB 


In going through some old documents I came across a 
brochure for 3YB which, in the early 1930s travelled to 
towns in Victoria that had no local radio station. I lived 
in Stawell at the time and 3YB would come around 
every six months or so. At first they used a converted 
bus but soon set up their station in the railway carriage 
shown in the brochure. 

At Stawell the carriage would either be put in the 
dock platform or stationed at the eastern end of the 
yard near what was then the carriage repair shed. These 
locations were convenient for obtaining electric power 
from the town supply. 

The station had a crew of two — the announcer and 
the engineer. During the day they went round the busi- 
ness houses drumming up advertising and later went to 


RAY WHITE 


air from 6 to 10 pm. As can be seen from their itiner- 
ary, the two staff members had practically no time off 
and no relief. I was a radio ham and they took advan- 
tage of their visits to Stawell to get me to look after the 
technical side while one or the other had a couple of 
days at home in Melbourne. 

I left Stawell in 1934 and don’t know what happened 
to 3YB after that, except that it eventually settled down 
in Warrnambool. 

It would be interesting to know the history of that 
car. If the upholstery seen in the photos is original, it 
must have been some sort of parlor car. There was a 
third compartment containing bunks and kitchenette 
between the studio and transmitter compartments. 
This was the crew’s quarters. 


Above: 37B Mobile Broadcasting 
car. Note the radio symbols on 
side of car similar to symbol now 
appearing on radio equipped 
V/Line diesels. 


Right: The Studio section of 37B 
Radio car. 
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Three car Tait set crosses the Yarra River in September 1979. 
(Greg King) 


On Yarra Bridge 


In more recent times, rebuilt Harris 
set heads across the bridge on route 
to Port Melbourne. Sat.8.12.84. 
(Roger Gillard) 


TT 
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The Alamein Shuttle 


=, 


Tait motor, now renumbered 1471M, operates the single car service on the Alamein - Camberwell shuttle on 
Sun.2.9.84. (Roger McCormack) 


483M and 202D have just left Hartwell on route to Camberwell on Sat.6.10.84. (David Clark) 
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Three car set, 470M, 1459M, 265D, arriving at Burwood. Note the position of pantographs. 
Same train in the cutting by Burwood station, Sat.6.10.84. (Both photos David Clark) 
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48 NEWSRAIL 


Long before the days of V/Line buses and closed branch 
lines travel to many country towns was a leisurely affair. 
Daylesford 1926. (W Ellis) 


FEBRUARY 1985 49 


General News 


V/line bus service Adelaide - Albury: Commencing 
on Mon.3.12.84 V/Line entered the long distance 
coach travel business with the introduction of a coach 
service between Albury and Adelaide, via Benalla, 
Shepparton, Echuca, Kerang, Swan Hill, Ouyen, Pin- 
naroo, and Tailem Bend. 

The coach is scheduled to connect with the Down 
XPT arriving Albury at 19 45 pick up at Wodonga and 
Wangaratta with the Benalla stop timed to coincide 
with 8641 Sprit of Progress. The inaugural trip failed to 
stop at either Wodonga or Wangaratta stations but 
arrived on time at Benalla to pick up one passenger. 
The coaches used for the service are painted tangerine 
with V/Line logo on sides. (DMG) 


Grain trains looking good: V/Line will carry four mil- 
lion tonnes of wheat, barley and oats this financial 
year. V/Line says the upgrading of its locomotive fleet, 
plus new hopper wagons and upgraded grain receival 
points, means that it is better equipped than ever 
before for the rail movement of Victoria’s grain har- 
vest. 

After months of careful planning with the Grain 
Elevators Board (GEB) grain growers and grain 
marketing authorities, V/Line is ready for this 
season’s grain harvest. Preparing for this season has 
been a sustained planning exercise between V/Line 
and the various grain authorities and has involved co- 
ordination from farm to seaport. 

V/Line’s grain train services are geared to match the 
unloading plans of the Grain Elevators Board and 


export shipping arrangements. Ten trains will take 
export grain to Geelong, five to Portland, the others 
will take grain to domestic users and to subterminals. 

Each day V/Line will rail about 23,000 tonnes of 
grain — 12,200 to Geelong, 8500 to Portland, 1000 to 
Sunshine and 1000 to Dunolly, as well as catering for 
the domestic market. There will be 544 bogie hopper 
wagons, each of 55-tonne capacity, available for the 
harvest — 100 more than last season — together with 
800 GH-type bottom discharge wagons with a 22-tonne 
capacity. 

The State’s silos and other country storages cur- 
rently hold about 800,000 tonnes of last season’s grain. 
Much of this will remain stockpiled until after the 
overflow period. For V/Line, moving the State’s 
wheat, barley and oats is its biggest single operation; 
last season’s grain represented 33 per cent of its freight 
revenue. 


The traditional procedure of clearing the harvest was 
for rail to service about 280 country receival silos. This 
meant, at times, a very poor utilisation of resources. 
However for the 1983-84 crop, 14 Central Receival 
Points (CRP) were introduced and most of the smaller 
silos operated on a “‘fill and close’’ basis. Because of 
the success of CRP in containing costs and moving 
grain more efficiently than previously, the CRP system 
has been extended to include Boort, Quambatook, 
Ultima, Manangatang, Donald, Woomelang and 
Speed, making a total of 21 for this year’s harvest. 
More CRPs will be introduced in future years. 


After passing through the new wheat unloading facility at Geelong, X47, H1 and H2, shunt past C box into North 
Geelong yard, Sat.24.11.84. (Roger Gillard) 


The new rail loop line discharge system now operat- 
ing at Geelong has slashed wagon turnaround at 
Geelong from 24 hours to about four hours. Rail 
unloading and ship loading facilities at Portland are 
also to be upgraded to enable speedier train move- 
ments. 

V/Line says that this season’s grain harvest will be a 
great breadwinner for all Victorians. V/Line and the 
Grain Elevators Board will do everything possible to 
ensure it is moved with maximum efficiency with new 
and upgraded rolling stock, and from the extended 
number of Central Receival Points to both grain ports 
and domestic markets. (FS, IBB) 


Buffet cars: 1984 has been a disaster year for railway 
travellers attempting to obtain buffet service in Vic- 
toria. There has been the long-standing dispute over 
the use of microwave ovens, which caused there to be 
no hot food in buffets for the early part of the year. 
The dispute was resolved after modifications were 
made to the interior of the ovens (the ovens had been 
removed from the buffets during this dispute). 
However, after only a short period, the ban was placed 
again. Further problems have arisen over staffing 
levels. On a ride in the Daylight during May I found 
that NSW staffed the buffet with a crew of 4, and pro- 
vided a full meal service. The V/Line crew joining at 
Junee had 5 people, and refused to serve meals as they 
claimed to be understaffed. On a ride to Bendigo in 
October, there was only one buffet attendant, who 
refused to open the buffet at all (but who sat in it the 
whole way to avoid being lynched). At Bendigo the 
buffet opened when the fresh crew joined. On the up 
journey, the buffet closed at Bendigo when the crew 
change brought back the solo attendant.(RBS) 


Wangaratta and Benalla: Any replacement of the 
Spirit of Progress by extending the XPT service 
through to Melbourne will retain Wangaratta and 
Benalla as stopping places. An assurance to this effect 
has been given by the assistant Minister of Transport, 


Mr Jack Simpson. The existing Spirit of Progress pro- 
vides a good service for North East residents spending 
a day in Melbourne or needing to travel to Sydney. It 
would have been a pity if Wangaratta and Benalla had 
been cut out simply in the interests of saving a few 
minutes. (DMG) 


More people on country rail: There has been a strong 
growth in rail use by country travellers over the past 
year. The Minister for Transport, Mr Crabb, said 3.95 
million passengers travelled with V/Line during 1983- 
84 — an 8.7 per cent increase on the previous year and 
the highest since 1975-76. Passenger revenue 
increased by 10 per cent. 


Mr Crabb said V/Line’s result was pleasing par- 
ticularly as it came on top of the 19.5 per cent increase 
in country passengers during 1982-83. Apart from 
1974-75 and 1975-76, V/Line patronage is at the high- 
est level in 14 years. 


V/Line is attracting more passengers by providing a 
better service and by letting the public know that it is 
getting better. [Except Bacchus Marsh line — Editor.] 


V/Line has progressively introduced new and faster 
trains and has introduced a range of fare packages 
catering for a wide market group. (IBB) 


Train delays: An internal V/Line document leaked to 
the Opposition shows that on three consecutive days 
this month at least 88 country freight or passenger 
trains were delayed. Of that number, 65 trains were 
delayed in one day. The report, compiled by V/Line’s 
operations division, says the delays ranged from about 
five minutes to 115 minutes. The average delay was 
about 22 minutes. The report does not include details 
of delays to suburban services, which are operated by 
the Metropolitan Transit Authority. (IBB) 


Against a back drop of threatening storm clouds, T377 
hurries the VR Train of Knowledge past Lake Charm enroute 
to Kerang. 10.3.78. (R Carlisle) 
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Traffic 


PORTLAND LINE & BRANCHES 


Heywood — Mt Gambier line: This line, which had 

been closed on account of track slipping at least prior to 

Thurs.27.10.84, was reopened on Mon.3.12.84. WTT 

1040/84 listed the altered services: 

Down roadside goods No.355 dep. Portland 10 00, dep. 
Heywood 10 30, dep. Dartmoor 11 45, arr. Mt Gam- 
bier 13 00. Monday to Friday. 

Up roadside goods No.356 dep. Mt Gambier 14 00, 
dep. Dartmoor 15 05, Heywood 16 10/16 50. Mon- 
day to Friday. Times for Murrawa, Rennick and 
Puralka were deleted. (GR) 


Steam to Portland: K153 was called upon to represent 
all steam locomotives, past and present, at the Portland 
150th celebrations during mid-November 1984. The 
special train departed Melbourne on Fri.16.11.84 and 
travelled to the overnight stop at Hamilton via 
Geelong, Cressy and Ararat. The Saturday morning 
departure from Hamilton was timed to permit a Port- 
land arrival just before the start of the 150th proces- 
sion. Passengers were detrained at Portland station 
after which the train was shunted to the wharf area 
where K153 was on display for the weekend beside a 
mountain of woodchips. 

A diesel hauled train departed Portland on the Satur- 
day night for Hamilton and returned again on the Sun- 
day morning. On Mon.19.11.84, K153 ran four Port- 
land - Heywood return trips which carried approx- 
imately 1200 passengers. The special train departed 
Portland for Melbourne via Ararat (overnight stop), 
Cressy and Geelong in the late afternoon. 

The consist departing Hamilton on the morning of 
Sat.17.11.84 was K153 (funnel first) 38BE-7ABE- 
60BW-62BW-63BW-17BE-1BCE-28C. The shuttle 
trips on Mon.19.11.84 were (departing Portland) K153 
(tender first) 1BCE-17BE-63BW-62BW-60BW-7ABE- 
88BE. The late afternoon departure from Portland was 
1392, K153 (tender first) G2741R-28C-1BCE-17BE- 
63BW-62BW-60BW-7ABE-38BE. (WDSRS) 


Sightings along the Portland line: 

Sat.6.10.84: Portland — Exchange sidings: Y159 (V/ 
Line). Dock platform: T387 (V/Line), T366. Plat- 
form road: (Down end) Y157 (V/Line), 
T390,T399,T400. Yard: 18RT. 

Fri.16.11.84: Hamilton — T347, T409 Up empty wheat 
21 12/21 14 (change guard). 

Sat.17.11.84: Hamilton — Locomotive depot: T388, 
T380, 1I8RT, 7RT. Yard: T368, T387, T357, T401, 
Down wheat, T375, T390 Down wheat. 

Sat.17.11.84: Hamilton — Branxholme section: new 
loop noted under construction at approximately 338 
km. A long length of track had been laid parallel to 
the main line, but not connected to the main line at 
either end. The completion of this long loop will pro- 
bably see the demise of Branxholme as a crossing 
station. 

Sat.17.11.84: Portland — This day marked the end of 
passenger services from Portland station as in the 
future the contract bus service will make a town call 
only. V/Line were reported to be opening an office 
in the Portland shopping centre for use as a bus stop. 
(WDSRS) 
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WARRNAMBOOL LINE & BRANCHES 


Warrnambool observations: 

Sat.1.12: 8236 — B65 

Sun.2.12: 8280 — T342 

Wed.5.12: 8236 — X40 

Thurs.6.12: 8236 — B65 

Sat.8.12: 8236 — B class (unidentified) 

Sun.9.12: 8280 — T349,T380 — N4 and N6 

Mon.10.12: 8236 — B83 

Tues.11.12: 8236 — B72 

Wed.12.12: 8236 — B67 

Wed.12.12: 8236 — T409 arrived with 10 coaches and 
stayed overnight. 

Thurs.13.12: 8236 — X41 

Sun.16.12: 8280 — S301, S308 — N2 and N19 

Mon.17.12: 8286 — T363 — N8 

Wed.19.12: 8236 — X43 

Fri.21.12: 8236 — B84 (AJ) 


New departure time: A proposed alteration to the 
Warrnambool-Melbourne afternoon train on week- 
days would benefit Warrnambool travellers, a V/Line 
spokesman said recently. The present departure time 
of 16 35 is likely to be pushed back to 17 45 as a result 
of a Ministry of Transport survey of passenger needs 
and travel patterns, the spokesman said. This is to cater 
for those employees who are not presently able to catch 
the 1635 train because of their working hours. (AJ) 


Freight changes explained: South-west centres which 
have had their V/Line freight services downgraded 
have little chance of having them reinstated. Centres 
would have to guarantee an annual turnover of at least 
800 tonnes before the situation would be reviewed. A 
number of small centres throughout the district have 
either lost or had their service downgraded because 
they could not meet the requirement level. V/Line 
regional marketing manager Mr Bill Ballagh, of 
Geelong, was in the district recently to explain the new 
freight service procedures. (AJ) 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


Depot visits: 

Sun.2.12: C508, G5S11, T392, 407, W263, Y121, 140, 
155,. 157,930. 

Sun.9.12: 7323, 410, 412, W263, Y155, 157, 934, 935, 
937. 

Sun.16.12: C507, S305, 309, T7343, 393, 407, W263, 
Y113, 119, 158, 157. 

Sun.23.12: C508, S303, 306, T324, 342, 347, 355, 359, 
ee 373, 401, 405, 410, 412, W263, Y140, 150, 
156. 

Tues.25.12:G511, $303, 305, 306, 309, T342, 347, 
350, 359, 367, 373, 401, 410, W263, Y156. (PJM) 


Multi-multi units: (all at Stawell) 

Sat.1.12: BL35, T401, C502 (dead) — Up Jet 38=100, 

ae 1375, T348, T412 — Down grain 30=60, 

eres 7402, T369, T379 — Up grain 25=50, 

Wed 19.12 $306, $303, T324 — Down grain 33=66, 
on 
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A73 drifts down Stawell Bank with the Down Horsham pass., 
Fri.17.8.84. (Frank Cross) 


Thurs.20.12: T378, T1373, T326, Y155 — Up grain 
38=76, 09 00. 

938, 405, 412 — Up grain 29=58, 20 50. 938 No.2 end 
leading 

Fri.21.2: G513, $309, S305, T359 — Down grain 
34=68, 06 35. G513 swapped at Deep Lead loop. 
G513, T373, T342, Y156 — Up grain 30=61, 07 50. 
Consist included one AOOX wagon. Train divided at 
Stawell to allow Up pass. to overtake. Departed at 
08 30. X49, 930, C505 — Up Jet 37=92, 13 60. 
$305, S309, T359 — Down grain 38=76, 20 45. 

Wed.26.12: 932, X52, X50 — Up Jet 50=129, 08 50. 
(PJM) 


Other observations of interest: (Stawell) 

Sun.2.12: X46, BL35 — Down Jet 47=117, 20 35. 

Wed.12.12: G513, T412 — Down grain 33=66, 08 25. 
G512, 934 — Up Jet 27=71, 12 45. 

Fri.14.12: G511, T378 — Up grain 25=50, 20 25. 

Tues.18.12: T409, S317 — Up grain 29=58, 12 30. 
(S317 No.2 end leading). 

Wed.19.12: 937, 932 — Up Jet 35=89, 09 00.X46, 935 
— Up Jet 43=109, 14 35.G513, T410 — Up grain 
34=68, 1700. G511 — Down grain 34=68, 17 50. 

Thurs.20.12: 932 — Down goods 25 =48, 09 30. BL35, 
X52 — Up Jet 36=94, 13 05. 

Fri.21.12: G511, T402 — Up grain 34=68, 
12 05.G513, T342 — Down grain 34=68, 1705. 
BL31, T369 — Up goods 30=57, 19 25. 


FEBRUARY 1985 


Sat.22.12: X45, S312 — Up pass. 19, 05 40 Overland 
(PJM) 


Vinelander: Through November there was usually 
one of the four Vinelander ex-Overland sleepers in 
workshops, resulting in some odd consists. The 
wooden airconditioned sleepers saw a lot of use, and an 
Overland roomette was used on some nights (with a 
PCO for power). The Vinelander sleepers are now ser- 
viced at South Dynon. Usually in the evening they are 
brought to Spencer St attached to the Overlandand are 
shunted to the yard to be brought into the sitting sec- 
tion later. In the morning, they are shunted to the track 
adjacent to platform 2, to be attached to the Overland 
and taken to South Dynon with it. 

On Wed.7.11, A85 Haydn Bunton failed between 
Ballan and Gordon at about 05 55 while hauling the Up 
Vinelander solo. The failure was caused by compressor 
trouble, a fault which has plagued the A class. At 06 55 
a relief engine (X47, from Ballarat) coupled to the rear 
and pushed the train to Gordon.The Vinelander was 
then overtaken by the 06 45 Up Ballarat pass. (X37+N 
set) at 07 29, i.e. about 22 minutes late. The Overland 
was running close behind, and overtook at 07 42. X47 
then ran to the front and departed at 08 00, slightly 
blocking the 07 45 Up Ballarat pass. However, a very 
slow run in from Sunshine (25 minutes) resulted in a 
final arrival at 09 29, two and a quarter hours late. 

Since the advent of computerised reservations and 
the upgraded services, the standard arrangement for 
the Vinelander sleeping section has been, from the east 
end: car J (twinette), car K (roomette), car L (20 berth 
twinette, former VAM), cars M, N (16-berth twinette, 
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former VAC), cars O, P, Q, R (20-berth wooden air- 

conditioned sleepers). Only a selection from this plan 

would run on any one night. Recent observations of 

the sleeping section have been: 

Sun.28.10 ex Melbourne: S$J284(cJ)-No.11(cK)- 
No.15(cM) 

Tues.6.11 ex Mildura: No.3(cO)-No.1(cP)- 
No.15(cM)-SJ284(cJ)-No.11 (cK) 

Sun.25.11 ex Melbourne: No.2- Vinelander-Overland- 
PCO 

Fri.30.11 ex Mildura: No.3(cO)-No.4(cP)-SJ284(cJ)- 
SZ287 (cL) 

Notice that the wooden sleepers are at the west end 

when leaving Melbourne, except when a PCO is in use. 

Mildura always puts the wooden sleepers at the east 

end, as the passengers shorter walk to the BRS buffet 

in the sitting section. (RBS) 


Ballarat line: Because of crew shortages, from 
Mon.19.11 the Bacchus Marsh local service has been 
trimmed by cancelling the 09 05 Down and 10 55 Up, 
the 11 05 Down and 12 45 Up and the 13 05 Down and 
14 30 Up. As part compensation to even up the gaps, 
there is now a new 09 55 Down and 11 25 Up, and the 
08 55 and 12 30 Down and 11 45 and 14 45 Up Ballarat 
services will stop at Melton and Bacchus Marsh. On 
weekdays the 0753 Down, 0925 Up, 1405 Down, 
15 45 Up and 18 35 Down Bacchus Marsh are replaced 
with buses; on Saturdays the 06 30 Up is replaced with 
a bus. (RBS) 


Fixed set: Dating from either the opening of Keswick 
or the transfer of servicing to South Dynon, the Over- 
land now has fixed marshalling, with the sitting car- 
riages always at the Melbourne end of the set. (RBS) 
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BENDIGO LINE & BRANCHES 


Bendigo line: Because of crew shortages, from 
Mon.19.11 the 10 10 Down and 12 15 Up Kyneton ser- 
vices Mon.-Fri. are cancelled. As part compensation, 
the 09 50 Down and 1100 Up Bendigo services are 
altered to stop at Sunbury and Woodend. This leaves a 
4’) - 5 hour gap in services to Sydenham, Diggers 
Rest, Clarkefield, Riddells Creek, Gisborne and 
Macedon. Some early-morning and late-night Sunbury 
railmotors are replaced with buses. On Saturdays, the 
07 00 up Kyneton is altered to depart at 06 40 and to 
arrive at Spencer St at 0808 (a journey 3 minutes 
slower than before). This set forms the 08 55 Sheppar- 
ton. (RBS) 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


NSW Track Recording Car RVX-3: Readers may be 
interested in the bulletin issued by the STA (S.5125/ 
84) concerning the movement of New South Wales 
RVX-3 Plasser Track Recording Car during the month 
of October. Perhaps some reader may be able to tell us 
the reason for the RVX-3 venturing so far south? 


ALBURY (N.S.W.) — SPENCER ST (STANDARD 
GAUGE) 


Special trips will be run by the New South Wales RVX-3 
Plasser Track Recording Car to the schedules shown 
hereunder. 

NOTE: Regulation Tail Signals must be carried. 

The Guard must report the arrival of the machine at each 
Crossing Loop, and until such advice is received by the Train 
Controller, no train must be permitted to enter the Single 
Line Section. 

Where possible, the RVX-3 Plasser Track Recording Car is 
to be routed via No.1 Road at Crossing Loops. 


ai 


= ass 


YM XODUSN) 


NEWSRAIL 


Opposite: B61-B80 cross a drying up Melton Weir with the 
13 15 Down Ballarat pass. on Sun.29.8.84. (John Dare) 


Above: P11 and modified Harris cars form the Down Kyneton 
pass. as it passes through Sydenham on Tues.4.9.84. 
(Roger McCormack) 


Speed of the RVX-3 Plasser Track Recording Car must not 
exceed 50 km/h when recording and 60 km/h when not 
recording. 

Special Attention is directed to the instructions contained 
on page 91 of the General Appendix, respecting the working 
of Rail Motor Inspection Cars, which also must be observed 
when it is necessary for the RVX-3 Plasser Track Recording 
Car to enter a section where Automatic Signalling is in force. 

Movement may run ahead of schedule subject to permis- 
sion from the Train Controller. 

The RVX-3 Plasser Track Recording Car must not be per- 
mitted to block passenger trains. 


MONDAY, 29th OCTOBER, 1984 


UP: 9622 
SIDNEY crc tvaeicarecuatcedbbenieancvasirennct dai dep 0750A 
Wodonga ............-.. eee a ee arr 08 01-9681 
dep 08 40 
GHINLERIY <acayensacnccsinrcconsnsvtnastcorn es ate arr 08 43-9683 
dep 09 23 
Alumatta: -«ccuagumosamenyanegaa es 10 23 
Glenrowan ..............00 eee arr 10 38-8661 
dep 11 22 
Benalla: cvccommecmmmesantega bas 11 52 
Violet Town ..............0. sees 12 24 
LOTIB WOOT, sieicectneroceriuerdiiera se nlen 61058 13 00-9693 wk clr 
SEVMOUP wewmonsncmeien sau seagtet 13 55 
TAMAROOK. saccntaincceramadoseia cede 1410 
| Broadford ...................00. arr 14 26-9695 
dep 1455 
| WALA aescametrorneecndateine cue ene arr 15 27-9689 
1 dep 1540 
Donnybrook .................0. arr 15 57-9655 
dep 1607 


_ FEBRUARY 1985 


MGIMIG RE eicnan oi eeeceenseraaned 
SUNSHING as ax ceeexerencia is sana 
West Footscray Junction ......... 
Spencer St ............. 0. cece arr 
DOWN: 

Spence Sl. avcseecanvansnda ened dep 
Dynon ........ cece eee eee eee arr 


A — Recording to Spencer St 


TUESDAY, 30th OCTOBER, 1984 
DOWN: 


DYMOU pocscekiunesewessaeerenes dep 
West Footscray ..............005 
SUMSHING jacana eacewioneeaeea as 
MOGINIVIE ¢ acicauuoaeeerteeoayi ts arr 
dep 
Tullamarine .................005 arr 
dep 
SOMentOM: «acccyrecereeyssondnes 
Donnybrook .............-....- arr 
7 dep 
Walla. ccncscecrcsdieesda wines ae : 
BrOaGfOtd ossccccc ccc sseenecaune 
TallarOok sasissegcceanueceueaes 
S6yMOUl actsccueseerns saan na nee 
Lofgwood .6. 24. viw de cwme wane 
Violet TOW): c2scacesesaeeadesas 
Benalla scvensvereanannonaannves 
Glenrowan ............0...000 00s arr 
“dep 
Alumatta: cccsaeecnvarcananwaene 
GHINGTE «Fs 4.0 nactcea mien are cep semen arr 
dep 
Wodonga <ssesccaeegecsvascneus 
AIGUTY s4005 0ce0es bon ere nad anne arr 


16 22-9607 wk clr 
16 35 
16 43 
1651 
16 56 
1710 


9623 
17 20 
1735 


9623 

07 30B 

07 40 

07 47 

07 56-9662 
08 05 

08 15-8612 
08 32 . 
08 45 

09 00-8632 
09 40-fol. 8661 


10 42-9664 wk clr 
11 00 ; 

11 37 ; 

1210 

1227 ; 

12 50-9696 - 
1320 ° 

13 33 

14 15-9680 

1445 


Great Victoria bike ride: As part of the Victoria 150th 
anniversary celebrations, 2000 cyclists rode from 
Wodonga to Melbourne via Beechworth and Sheppar- 
ton over one week at the start of December. To shift 
the cyclists and their bikes to Wodonga on Sat.1.12, V/ 
Line provided four double-set special trains and also 
ran a second set on the regular Albury pass. To hold 
the bikes, as many D and DH vans as possible were 
rostered, but provision was made for VLEX louvre 
vans to be used on some trains, with speed restricted to 
95 km/h. The nine sets needed were supplied by using 
two H sets not yet needed for traffic, five N sets from 
the spares pool, the Geelong line and the Bendigo line, 
the Z set from the Vinelander (normally idle until 
1830); and another N set from an arrival. The specials 
were docked well in advance of departure to allow time 
to load and lash down bikes. One special originated at 
Caulfield. The earlier specials ran early en route but 
were then slow unloading at Wodonga. The later 
specials departed late, made up some time, but were 
then blocked waiting for Wodonga to clear. The trains 
were: 


8361 special: 115 km/h, X41-B67-D302-D323-N9-N8- 
D320-D306. Schedule: Spencer St p2 06 55; Long- 
wood 08 35-56 (x pass.); Benalla 09 37-40; 
Wodonga 10 55. This train departed at 06 56. 


8305 regular: X37-X32-DH402-DH401-DH403-N2- 
Z52-D309. This train was altered to terminate at 
Wodonga at 1135 with road transport for albury 
passengers. It departed at 07 58 (3 minutes late). 


8363 special: 95 km/h, B69-B63-D328-SH23-3PCO- 
SH25-VLEX971-VLEX934. Schedule: Spencer St p2 
0815; Barnawartha 12 21/33 (x empty cars); 
Wodonga 12 50. This train departed at 08 19. Notice 
the PCO between the two SH sets — this was necess- 
ary as one set cannot receive power through another. 


8365 special: X34-A77-D345-N6-N17-VLEX818- 
VLEX873, 95 km/h. Schedule: Caulfield 08 45; 
Spencer St p14 09 10; Glenrowan 12 16/40 (x empty 
cars); Springhurst 13 09 (x empty cars); Wodonga 
13 50. This train left Caulfield at 09 19 and Spencer 
St at 09 41. It had gone out to Caulfield empty late 
on Friday night. 


8367 special: 95 km/h, B64-B83-D315-D303-D321- 
N18-Z55-D350-D301. Schedule: Spencer St p4 
1010; Seymour 1142; Glenrowan 1315/44 (x 
empty cars); Wodonga 14 55. This train left at 10 25 
after loading delays. It was docked piecemeal: the 
carriages at 08 58 (good going, as the Z set was from 
the Vinelander arrival), then B83, then the B col- 
lected two vans, then it collected an extra, then the 
second B. 


8361 and 8305 combined to form an empty working 
departing at 12 15 and due to reach Spencer St at 16 20. 
These sets were needed for evening departures. 8363 
and 8365 combined to form a second empty working, 
departing at 15 00 and due to reach Spencer St at 19 39. 
The regular afternoon pass. was formed by the Z set 
from 8367 special. The N set from this special stayed in 
Wodonga to form a Sunday up: the N set which was 
already there was sent empty to Melbourne on the 
morning up pass. to balance. Other services were 
affected by the commitment of resources to these 
trains. Several Geelong-line workings were run with 
non-airconditioned sets and T (or P) locos. (RBS) 
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Daylight saving: For the 1984-85 summer, daylight 
saving commenced on Sun.28.10, clocks being 
advanced from 02 00 to 03 00. As is usual, interstate 
trains were scheduled to arrive one hour late on Sun- 
day morning. However, the Overland arrived at 09 25, 
only 30 minutes late. This indicates the amount of 
oo time which exists in the Overland schedule. 
RBS 


Military special: On Sat.29.9.84 a north-bound mili- 
tary special passed through Glenrowan at about 08 30, 
having crossed Spirit of Progress at Benalla. The special 
was hauled by 42210, and contained about 10 flat- 
wagons conveying armored personnel carriers, an FS 
carrige and a NSWGR guards van. (RBS) 


Cobram pass.: On Sat.3.11.84, the up Cobram pass. 
was noted at Somerton at 09 59 (about 25 minutes 
late) with two N sets (plus D van) hauled by an S anda 
lst series T. (RBS) 


Timetable change: From Sat.15.12.84, the 1605 
Saturday train from Seymour to Melbourne was dis- 
continued. However, from this date the 16 15 Shep- 
prton train to Spencer St leaves one hour earlier at 
15 15 arriving Seymour at 16 21. The train now makes 
additional stops at Broadford at 16 40; Kilmore East 
16 49; Wallan 17 00 and Craigieburn at 17 14 arriving 
Spencer St at 17 40. 

The Cobram and Echuca to Murchison East coach 
services also leaves one hour earlier to connect with 
the train. On Saturdays the coach will operate to 
Cobram and not to Tocumwal. From Mon.10.12.84, 
passengers on the 09 00 service from Spencer St and 
the 12 30 train from Shepparton to Melbourne now - 
travel in V/Line’s new air-conditioned H cars.(FS) 


Mpyrtleford report: Between the period Mon.29.10 and 
Tues.4.12, Goods trains ran to Myrtleford on the 
following days: Mon.29.10, Wed.7.11, Mon.19.11 and 
Tues.4.12. (IM) 


Standard gauge: To help boost patronage in the face of 
coach and plane competition, V/Line and NSW have 
been offering a two-for-one fare: two people can travel 
for the price of one, with no restrictions. Sleeping berth 
charges are extra. Most nights through November 
when I observed the interstate trains, Southern Aurora 
was running with eight sleeping carriages (usual max- 
imum 10), and Spirit of Progress had 7 sitting carriages 
with one sleeping carriage (this would seem to be the 
new regular maximum, as V/Line has transferred a 
VFR carriage to broad gauge; formerly 8 sitting car- 
riages was the regular maximum). 

Now that certain 442s are working into Victoria, the 
class can be seen on passenger trains. On Sat.24.11, the 
north-bound Daylight departed with a single 442. 

Through November, one Southern Aurora set was 
running with car 5 as a NAM twinette instead of the 
usual DAM twinette with luxury cabin. There are only 
two DAM carriages, so one is unavailable the 
substitute must be a NAM. 

On Sat.17.11, Spirit of Progress arrived in Melbourne 
45 minutes late with a Daylight set and two sleepers. 
The Daylight departed with a Spirit set. (RBS) 


Opposite: As the head board says — ‘Passenger Trains 
Return to Leongatha’, on Sun.9.12.84. (Roderick Smith) 
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EASTERN LINES 


Driver training: On Tues.13.11, with a strike by 
guards, and following cancellation of a strike by 
AFULE members late on the Monday night, driver 
training at Traralgon was programmed at short notice. 
Therefore, with no other trains operating, a light 
engine run from Melbourne to Traralgon took place, 
running through Warragul about 07 00. Six locos were 
involved: A-?-B-?-X-A. Three of these were sighted 
returning up through Warragul at 18 18. L class locos 
were moved round in the Warragul yard during this 
day, also as part of the driver training. (CR) 


Light engine movement: On Sun.18.11, another light 
engine movement, headed by an A class, went Down 
through Warragul in the morning. A solo A class ran 
Up through Warragul at 13 30. (CR) 


More N sets: From Mon.10.12, all Traralgon and War- 
ragul line trains were operated by N sets. The removal 
of the last 2 wooden or K sets has been welcomed by 
passengers, especially in the cold weather which occur- 
red in the early to mid-December. (CR) 


Bairnsdale line: On Wed.28.11 and Thurs.29.11 the 
15 40 Down Traralgon was run with two N sets instead 
of the usual one. (RBS) 


METROPOLITAN LINES 


Strikebound Surrey Hills: Suburban services to Sur- 
rey Hills were halted by a guards’ strike which com- 
menced on Tues.13.11, but which lasted only two days. 
The rest of Melbourne was also affected. Trains which 
did not need guards continued to run, and there was 
much light-engine working to Traralgon to train crews; 
but this did not happen at Surrey Hills. 

Surrey Hills was again affected by the ban placed on 
Tait trains and parcels coaches about 7.12. No parcels 
coach ran until Mon.17.12. Normally Surrey Hills sees 
two coaches each weekday: the morning coach runs to 
Belgrave, then to Lilydale, then back to Melbourne. 
The evening coach runs only to Ringwood. 

December at Surrey Hills was otherwise routine. 
There were some ballast trains on the usual path of 
down after midnight, back about 05 00. On Sun.9.12 
this was a rail-unloading working hauled by Y121 and 


Y139, with 4 of the new bogie rail wagons with unload- 
ing devices. It returned at 07 42. On Tues.18.12 the 
ballast was again hauled by an A, I think A60. The 
regular suburban goods pattern is now down at about 
05 00, returning mid-morning. Monday and Wednes- 
day seems to be diesel to Lilydale and Colstream; 
Tuesday seems to be electric to Bayswater. (RBS) 


Surrey Hills serendipity: While Surrey Hills is 
steadily settling into a more subdued existence, 
November produced two places of excitement: the 
preserved Tait set worked through Surrey Hills en 
route to Blackburn on Sun.25.11, and A71 gave 
another throbbing performance with a long and heavy 
(16 hoppers plus two vans) ballast train on Fri.30.11. 

Ballast trains continued to be seen, following behind 
the last Down suburban and returning before the first 
Up. They ran on Fri.9.11 (2/Y), Mon.19.11 (2/Y), 
Tues.20.11 (2/Y), Wed.28.11 (B) and Fri.30.11 
(A71). An earlier ballast on Tues.30.10 (2/Y) chugged 
through just as I was posting the October report (See 
rl Newsrail, p 375), and missed being included 
then). 

Suburban goods trains are forming a pattern of pass- 
ing through on the Down in the 05 00 - 06 00 interval. 
I noted them on Fri.9.11 (T at 06 00), Mon.12.11 (Ist 
series T at 05 45 with GYs), Mon.19.11 (T at 05 30), 
Wed.21.11 (1st series T at 06 20 with 3 bogie cement 
hoppers), Tues.27.11 (L at 07 30 with 2 bogie gondolas 
and 4 GYs) and Wed.28.11 (T or Y at 05 00). 

Suburban trains are mainly Comeng or Harris; 
Hitachi silver sets form only a low proportion. Further 
to my report (Newsrail, Dec.84, p 375), the 6-car Tait 
running the 07 35 up Blackburn on Wed.19.9 was the 
last Tait in regular revenue service. The evening par- 
cels coach comes through on the down journey bet- 
ween 19 05 and 19 25 on week nights, either just pre- 
ceding or just following the 1849 Down Belgrave, 
which is due through Surrey Hills at 19 16. The parcels 
coach returns at about 20 30. 

A further addition to my September notes is the run- 
ning of a goods on Melbourne Show public holiday on 
Thurs.27.9. The Down goods passed Surrey Hills at 
11 54 and consisted of L1158 hauling a mixture of 
wagons of sleepers, briquettes and a louvre van. The 
Up goods passed at about 14 00 with just a few open 
wagons. (RBS) 


Rollingstock 


Sets: The Sunbury wooden set varied between 2 and 3 
BEs, usually with 4BCE, during November. At the 
start of the month it was 4BCE-60BES-2BE 
(Wed.7.11). By 25.11, it was 2BCE-60BES-2BE-33BE. 
2BCE had come from a Bacchus Marsh set. By 
Thurs.29.11 the BCE was restored: 4BCE-60BES- 
33BE. 

The Bacchus Marsh wooden sets on Wed.7.11 were: 
2BCE-79BW-1BW-82BW and 29BCPL-66BWL-14BE- 
68BWL-35BW. 

The Gippslander S sets for the month were Z51 and 
Z53. At the start of the month Z51 was 251ACZ- 
228BRS-3BS-19BE; at the end of the month it was 
251ACZ-228BRS-51AE-12BS. At the start of the 
month Z53 was 253ACZ-BRS-7BS-1BG; at the end of 
the month it was 253ACZ-230BRS-204BS-34BE by 
Sun.25.11. Only a few days later 1BG had replaced 
34BE. 

The five Albury - Mildura - Swan Hill Z sets have 
been harder to track. Some sightings: 
252ACZ-1BRS-2BZ-34BE (5.11) 
252ACZ-224BRS-3BZ-209BS (30.11) 
255ACZ-3BRS-2BZ-213Bs (30.11) 
CD2-7AZ-225BRS-264BZ-209BS (7.11) 
CD7-BAZ-226BRS-270BZ-4BE (25.11) 
13CE-267BZ-227BRS-213BS-201BS (7.11) 

The last set is interesting, with CE-BZ replacing ACZ. 

The four E sets were the most interesting to watch 
through November. When two N sets were based at 
Traralgon, the remaining two Gippsland sets plus the 
remaining two Geelong non-airconditioned sets were 
placed into a common pool, notionally consisting of a 
van, airconditioned first-class carriage (AS or AEac) 
and three non-airconditioned economy carriages. At 
one stage, the BK carriages were matched with the 
AEac carriages in these sets. A more recent develop- 
ment was the placing of all the SAR carriages into a 
single set, with a matching blue CE. The remaining 
three sets rarely saw an airconditioned carriage. The 
wooden guard’s vans were replaced with CP steel vans. 
The advent of the H sets is being used to provide a 
roster from Sun.9.12 which eliminates the use of 
wooden non-airconditioned carriages on Traralgon and 
Geelong workings. In preparation for this, in about the 
third week of November one of the E sets was 
reformed into a set of airconditioned E cars. This set, 
and the SAR set, will work on the Geelong line but not 


to Traralgon after 9.12. By Sun.25.11, the SAR set was 
19CE-AK1-3BKL-BK1-BK2. The airconditioned 
wooden set was 15CW-52AE-19BE-31BE-SOBE, but 
by the next weekend had red 18BE replacing S5OBE. 
Other sightings were: 

7CP-30AE-2BW-16BE-29BE (26.11) 
5CP-52AE-45BEL-55BES-34BW (7.11) 

31CP-35A W-18BE-36BE-57BES (7.11) 
SCP-34BW-47BEL-57BES-36BE (29.11) (RBS) 


Locomotives: S301 was noted on Wed.7.11 having 
been repainted into V/Line livery. L252 was sent back 
to WA, its last day in V/Line service being 
Sun.28.10.84. (RBS) 


SH sets: Could a reader please supply details of the 
former identities of the various H cars. At first sight, 
each vehicle type has been converted from the same 
sort of original; but this is not so. All BCH cars appear 
to have been converted from the last batch of second- 
series Harris motors. This batch had only two door- 
ways, with three pairs of small windows between the 
doorways. In the converted form, the doorway closest 
to the former cab has been eliminated to create van 
space. On one side is the guards openable window; on 
the other is a new small window. The original van 
doors are retained. The cab windows have been elimi- 
nated. Most BH carriages are converted from first- 
series Harris trailers. This series had three doors per 
side, with a large window either side of each door. In 
the conversion, the centre door has been eliminated 
and replaced with a pair of small windows. Most BTH 
carriages are converted from second-series Harris 
trailers. They had three doors per side, but had small 
windows. The arrangement was: window, door, triple 
windows, door, triple windows, door, window. Again, 
the centre door has been eliminated and replaced with 
a pair of small windows. 165BTH is converted from a 
first-series trailer. (RBS) 


AS: Carriage 206 has been refurbished as an AS 
instead of a BS. It has the rebuilt toilets common to the 
refurbished S carriages, but has blue Pirelli rubber in 
the end vestibules, blue carpet in the corridor and com- 
partments, and blue cloth uphostery with 3-abreast 
seats. The walls are painted in the stone-cream color 
used in refurbished Z-class carriages. Normally refur- 
bished S-class carriages feature the original wood 


Orange 33CE at Spencer St on 3.12.83. 33CE was the only wooden van to be painted in 
orange and silver. It has now been withdrawn. (Roderick Smith) 
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panelling, but this vehicle may have been one of the 
few wartime austerity jobs, which had speckled painted 
interiors resembling a public toilet. 206AS has been 
placed in the Z set which has a unique roster (War- 
rnambool plus some Geelong runs), so the problem 
that there are only 8 AZ/ACZ carriages to form 8 Z 
sets. (RBS) 


BEac: 19BE was noted on 7.1 still unrefurbished, i.e. it 
retains brown linoleum floors and green leather 
upholstery. (RBS) 


BCPL: 29BCPL, which is the van on the Bacchus 
Marsh set which runs the 17 00 down, is the last PL 
carriage in service. Once the PL fleet numbered over 
one hundred. The vehicles were high-capacity and 
lightweight, but were built on recycled underframes. 
One feature of the PL design has been perpetuated in 
the H sets: the longitudinal seats at the end of the vehi- 
cle. (RBS) 


Moorabool: The former Gippsiander buffet has been 
stripped of its buffet facilities and refitted as the day car 
for the school train. Could someone please detail the 
nature of the new interior fittings, and explain how the 
primary schoolchildren who ride in it can see out of the 
unmodified high-level windows on the former service 
side of the carriage. (RBS) 


Further to new VOEX wagons: Further to New 
VOEX Wagons p 246, Newsrail, November 1984, all 
VODX wagons are being modified and reclassified 
VOEX. Structural alterations involve the cutting down 
of the sides and staunchions to approx. half the body 
height. Vehicles noted to date include: 


VOEX 11T 6.84N ex VOBX V/Line logo on underframe 
12F 6.84N ex VOBX V/Line logo on underframe 
12.84NB ex VODX 13L 
1SJ 12.84NB ex VODX 15G 
0.84NB ex VODX 18K 
19W 10.84NB ex VODX 19T 
9.84NB ex VODX 22K 
23W 10.84NB ex VODX 23T 
12.84NB ex VODX 24F 
2.84NB ex VODX 25Y 
12.84NB ex VODX 1X 
12.84NB ex VODX 3D 
1.84NB ex VODX 6H 
11.84NB ex VODX 7Q 
35C 12.84NB ex VODX 9L 
N = Newport Workshops 
NB = Ballarat North Workshops 
With the current 26 VODX conversions, the VOEX 
number group is now 1-38. VORX 2U and VOEX 5B 
overhauled 12.84 Ballarat North when sides and 
staunchions further cut down to conform to 
appearance of group VOEX 9 onwards. (DMG) 


More on 210AS: Further to Newsrail Nov. 84, P. 346, 
210AS was noted on Fri.30.11.84 and had been out- 
_ shopped during November, ex Ballarat (BTNP 11.84) 
(DMG) 


Stencilled Y class: Noted at Benalla on Sun.28.10.84, 
tangerine Y169 with letters ‘WA’ stencilled in white 
paint under the cab side numberplates. Tangerine 
Y168 was noted at Benalla on Sun.25.11.84 with 3” 
adhesive letters ‘SR’ affixed under the cab side num- 
berplates Are Y class locos being allocated to Depots/ 
Regions as were steam locos? At Benalla on 
Sun.18.11.84 was RT27. It had gone by Sun.25.11.84. 
(DMG) 
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Vinelander sleepers: When noted on Thurs.20.12, 
roomette SJ282 was still blue; twinette SJ284 was in V/ 
Line livery. (RBS) 


Corrections, corrections, corrections: Further to Air- 
conditioned Coaches, Newsrail, June 1984, p 185, cer- 
tain corrections are necessary to correct the details 
published for codes AS and BS. Details for codes AZ 
and BZ as published are correct, but certain AS stock 
contained erroneous information as they were given 
duplicate BS numbers in 1982-83. Corrected informa- 
tion for AS and BS both original and duplicate number 
groups, comes from perusal of the VR Head Office 
Rollingstock Registers in 8.83. 

Readers interested in exchanging carriage and 
wagon register information are invited to contact Daryl 
M. Gregory, 5 Goodwin Court, Wangaratta Vic. 3677. 


CLASS AS: 

1 AS: Delete 9BS-4VFS-2VEFR; insert ‘to (2)9BS, 
1983’ 

2 AS: Insert to (2)2BS, 8.10.1982NB’ 

3 AS: Delete 11BS-2VFS 

4 AS: As published 

5 AS: ditto 

6 AS: Insert ‘To I1BRS, 2.4.1983NB’ 

7 AS: Insert ‘B.U. 10.5.1971 Spotswood Reclamation 
Depot’ 

8 AS: Delete 6BS-1VAC; Insert ‘To (2)6BS, 1983. 
9 AS: To 3AbS, 4.9.1956; 9AS, 10.62;3MBS 10.68N. 
Conversion to 9BRS is doubtful. 

10 AS: As published 

11 AS: Insert ‘To (2)1BS, 29.6.1982NB’ 

12 AS: As published and add ‘to (2)12BS, 
21.6.1983NB’ 

13 AS: Insert ‘TO 2 ABS; — 15BS, 16.11.1972.’ 

14 AS: As published 

15 AS: Delete 2ABS-15BS-13AS-2ABS-15BS 

16 AS: Insert ‘To 2BRS, 28.3.83NB’ 


CLASS BS (Original Group): 

1 BS: Insert ‘to 2MRS, 1977’ 

2 BS: Amend 13BS to read ‘(2)13BS’ 

3 BS: As published 

4 BS: Insert ‘to IMRS 1977N’ 

5 BS: After 2VAC insert ‘to Sleeper No. 16, 1978’ 
6 BS: After 1 VAC insert ‘to Sleeper No. 15, 19787 
Nos. 7 — 14 BS Details as published. 

15 BS: Built 20.5.1949 N as 13 AS; to 2 ABS, 7/1953 
and to 15 BS, 16.11.1972. 


CLASS BS (Duplicate Numbers): 
1 BS: ex 11 AS, 29.6.1982 NB 
2 BS: ex 2 AS, 8.10.1982 NB 
3 BS: ex 10 AS?, 12.1982 NB 
6 BS: ex 8 AS, 1983 
9 BS: ex 1 AS, 1983. 

11 BS: ex 3 AS, 1983. 

12 BS: ex 12 AS, 21.6.1983 NB. 
13 BS: ex 1 MBS, 1983. 


Legend: 

(2) in front of car number, indicates second or dupli- 
cate number issued. 

B.U. = Broken Up 

N = Newport 

NB = Ballarat North 

Note: The updated list does not include subsequent 
renumberings in the range 201-300, which have taken 
place to many of the vehicles as published in the 
original and amended lists. (DMG) 
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Re-railing and new loop: Re-railing of the Maroona 
line had commenced by Sun.2.12. Further to last 
month’s note, the new loop between Stawell and 
Glenorchy is now in use. it has been named Deep Lead 
loop. it is manned by a signal-man as is the new Great 
Western loop. All signals have been removed from 
both Great Western and Glenorchy. All trains are 
worked through these loops using a manual exchange. 
There is no auto. Signals appear to be limited to a dis- 
tant continually at caution and the home operated to 
allow a slow approach to the loop or main. (PJM) 


$10 million roof: A roof will be built over the tracks at 
Flinders St station. The $10 million project is the third 
stage of the multi-million dollar redevelopment of the 
station area that will take facilities into the next cen- 
tury. The Minister of Transport, Mr Crabb, said build- 
ing would start shortly. 

He said the roof would protect rail commuters from 
the weather and the project would mean a total roofed 
area of 1.2 ha. All platforms will be realigned to 
minimise the difference in levels between the plat- 
forms and carriages. There will be new non-slip surfac- 
ing on the platforms and more seating. 

Platform cabins for railway staff will be built and 
skylights will allow natural lights over the platforms. 
Acoustic ceilings will dampen noise. A ramp will be 
provided between the Elizabeth St underpass and Flin- 
ders St for wheelchairs and prams. 

Escalators on platforms two and three will be operat- 
ing by March, three months ahead of schedule. The 
shops along the concourse should also be completed by 
March. The second stage of the project, Banana Alley, 
will be finished about the middle of the year. 

All vaults have now been leased and new tenants 
will include the Victorian Wine and Brandy Producers 
Association, a fashion shop, oyster bar and restaurant, 
coffee and craft shops, a newsagency, cellars and 
museum. Construction of a footpath along the Yarra 
linking the alley with Princes Bridge will start in the 
next few weeks and will be finished by July. 

A glass wall along the Yarra and three acres of roof 
over all platforms and tracks will at last provide Flin- 
ders St commuters with modern standards of comfort. 
Original ironwork has been retained in keeping with 
the historical character of the station. 

The roofing project at the station follows the 
announcement in April of a massive redevelopment 
plan for the Jolimont rail yards. The project will be 
completed by March 1987. (IBB) 


Tenders: In relation to the Webb Dock Line, the 

following tenders have been called for the construction 

of the following: 

Reinforced concrete cellular structure approx. 58m 
long x 7m wide x 3m deep. 

Associated excavation and earthworks. 

Fabricated steel walkways and handrailing. 

Services ducts through structure. 

Dewatering of excavation. (IBB) 


Spencer St: On Thurs.20.12.84 the main departure 
and arrival information board was renewed with fresh, 
neatly-produced, individual signs for each train. Many 
of the old signs had been crudely over-stencilled. The 
new signs have smaller but clearer lettering on a whiter 
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background, and include information about reserva- 
tions, stopping conditions and connections. Major 
expresses have a bolder lettering. (RBS) 


Hawthorn: During December the restoration of the 
island platform canopy commenced. Roofing iron was 
removed from the up end and the metal supports were 
cleaned and primed. (RBS) 


Flinders St: The new barrier arrangement on the 
refurbished concourse was brought into service over 
Sun.16.12.84. The concourse is now open to Swanston 
Street, with each platform ramp having its own 
sheltered barrier entry. Work continues on the various 
new kiosks. (See $10 million roof.) (RBS) 


Geelong: One section of a double slip in the throat at 
the up end of the passenger station has been removed, 
making it impossible to bring a down train directly into 
platform 3. There has been a proposal for some time to 
rebuild this throat into a simpler form. It was built with 
two parallel leads, enabling a variety of parallel moves. 
The new version would have only a single lead. (RBS) 


Spencer St: July 82 Newsrail reported the removal of 
the standard-gauge points at the bufferstop end of plat- 
form 1, and speculation on the loss being permanent. 
The points were restored not long afterwards. (RBS) 


Turning triangles: Warracknabeal: A turning triangle 
has been installed. Redcliffs: A turning triangle is pro- 
posed. (RBS) 


About time: Now that the Overlandand Vinelander are 
serviced at South Dynon, the Dudley St carriage sheds 
have been fenced off for demolition. 


Shepparton: During weekend Fri.26.10.84, the goods 
shed and platform in front of the shed were 
demolished. By Fri.2.11.84 the balance of the old 
wooden platform had been demolished. (DMG) 


Standard gauge crossing loop point renewals: New 60 

kg turnouts are being manufactured on site at several 

crossing loops in the north-east. To date only the stock 

rails and point blades have been assembled on the 

point timbers which have been laid out at the construc- 

tion site. Noted so far are the following: 

Benalla: Turn out at Up end of Loop complete as above 
by Sun.28.10.84 

Glenrowan: Turnout at Up end timbers laid out by 
Sun.11.11.84 and turnout complete as above by 
Sun.18.11.84 

Alumatta Turnout at Down end complete as above by 
Fri.23.11.84. 


Both turnouts at Benalla and Glenrowan are being 
assembled adjacent to the mainline points at the Up 
end, whilst due to space restrictions at Alumatta, the 
points are located at the Up end of the Down Cripple 
Track. (DMG) 


Facelift completed: The Wangaratta Railway station 
waiting and booking room renovations were completed 
Fri.9.11.84. Stationmaster, Mr John Leroy said the 
refurbishing cost between $50 and $60,000. Some 
interior decorations still need to be completed. Work 
on the renovations began on July 2. The new facilities 
were officially opened at the end of December. 
(DMG) 


NEWSRAIL 


Taildisc 


Death on tracks — a driver’s viewpoint: Between 50 
and 55 people die every year on Victorian railway 
tracks. There are, on average, two level-crossing acci- 
dents a week, and between 90 and 120 vehicle-train 
crashes a year. 

‘“*Some drivers have had 15, 16 fatalities,’ one train 
man said. ‘‘Bus-loads, kids, suicides; you try to crack 
hardy, but you never get over them. 

‘Some drivers feel it’s like getting on a horse after 
he’s bucked you off — if you don’t get back on straight 
away you'll never be able to ride again. Others have 
months off. Everyone’s different. 

“One young bloke had a fatality. It finished him. He 
left the railways and then he had a heart attack. You 
can’t afford to let them (the fatalities) play on your 
mind.” 

Phillip Norris was driving a train into a Melbourne 
station recently and the body of a woman, severed in 
half, lay on the tracks in front of him. ‘‘You don’t 
know if it was suicide,”’ he said. ‘‘But if you want to kill 
yourself you’ve got three popular choices: pills, or you 
get a gun and shoot yourself, or you jump under a 
train.” 

““You see them go under,”’ Darryl Cope said. ‘‘You 
see the last expression on their face. It haunts you for 
the rest of your life.” 

Obviously it is not always the fault of the public. 
There have been drivers drunk on duty, who did not 
see signals or ignored them if they did, who did not 
blow whistles or do the appropriate things to let people 
know there was a train coming, who went to sleep at 
the controls. But they would seem to be in the 
minority. 

Ian Dole, V/Line’s chief loss assessor, who deals 
with public risk claims, said: ‘“You would think that 
only young children and those with mental incapacities 
would walk in front of trains, or stand on train lines. 
But people do. You can’t educate — in media programs 
or newspaper articles — against absence of mind. The 
one factor that seems to be a part of many level-cross- 
ing accidents is a general absence of mind.”’ 

All the drivers, past and present, with whom I spoke 
agreed on one point; the killing is horrific ‘‘but the 
near-misses really upset you just as much’’. 


Y110 and Y109 run through the 


‘After you’ve had a level-crossing accident it only 

needs another near-miss and it all comes back,” Darryl 
Cope said. ‘“‘You start shaking and you get nervous. 
Just last week a truck was coming towards the first 
crossing at Pakenham, and I honestly didn’t think he 
was going to stop. It went through my mind, ‘God no 
— not again.’ 
Executives of the Australian Federated Union of 
Locomotive Enginemen and Victorian Railways 
officials worry that Press reference to some of the 
things people do to trains and train drivers may result 
in ‘‘copy cat”’ crime, but the drivers do not see it that 
way. They say people get destructive ideas from films, 
videos and each other. 

Darryl Cope cited an American movie which showed 
men greasing the tracks so they could board slowed 
trains; Philip Norris talked about driving the last night 
train to Glen Waverley and seeing ‘‘a great flare” 
explode ahead of him, ‘‘and travel for 20 or 30 metres 
down the line’’. He was able to stop and investigate; at 
the end of the burning wick was a drum of gunpowder. 
In the light he saw people running away. 

Drivers talk of cranes being rolled on to train tracks, 
of points being spiked open, of dog spikes (metal pins 
used in the construction of sleepers) so placed on line 
that they explode like bullets: one killed a child on the 
Seymour line, another blinded a driver. Shooting at 
trains is ‘‘a favourite pastime’’; people either throw 
rocks or shoot. ‘“‘We’re not asking for public symp- 
thy,”’ one driver said. ‘‘We’re asking for public aware- 
ness and public support’’. (IBB) 


RAILWAY QUIZ 


Last month’s answer: The station with the longest 
single word name is shared by Buckrabanyule, 
Greensborough, Tallygaroopna and Patchewollock. 
The longest multi-word name was Lower Ferntree 
Gully. 

The stations with the shortest name are Moe, Yea, 
Emu and Lan. 
This month’s question: With the Tait trains removed 
from revenue service recently, when was the first Tait 
(sliding door) train introduced and the last swing door 
(Doggie) retired? 


recently relaid track in No.2 plat- 
form at Camberwell with the bal- 
last train. As 470M departs for 
Alamein in the distance. 
Sun.7.10.84. (David Clark) 
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The 
Railfan 
Shop 


PHOTOGRAPHS e BADGES 


MAGAZINES e SLIDES 


RECORDS e BOOKS 


SECONDHAND MODELS 


632 BOURKE STREET, 
MELBOURNE, 3000 


Telephone: 67 2480 
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WEIS ENCINS Slap 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 890 7027 
Hours: Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. to noon 


‘BRANCH LINE \. 
Cee a Ce CO CS CT Cm Be MM 
YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


yt ray «TU 
TRAIN WORLD ! 
624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. I 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 1 
Model Trains from U.S.A./U.K. Good range always in stock. 
New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 


‘ 
HOBBYCRAFT 
for Model Railways I 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 
I 
| 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 


CATCHPOINT 


S.A.s MODERN RAILWAY MAGAZINE 


NOW: is the time to subscribe to South Australia’s latest modern 


railway magazine. 
32 pages bi-monthly 


plenty of up to date news 
regular AN wagon reports 
packed with photographs 


high quality paper 
A5 sized format 
historic articles 
diesel fan’s delight 


$15.00 per year subscription, posted flat to your home. 


JUST SIMPLY send your subscription to P.O. Box 487 Cowandilla 
S.A. 5033, including your name and address. 


YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 


for CATCHPOINT also includes 
membership to the MILE END RAILWAY MUSEUM (SA) INC. 
(est.1963) 


NEWSRAIL 


TRAIN ORDER NOTICE 


NEW ARRIVALS OVER THE LAST FEW MONTHS: 


CASSETTES: 
VOLUME 2 “900” CLASS 


CALENDARS: 


1985 ARHS CALENDAR 
1985 ARE CALENDAR 


BOOKS: 


HARRY WRIGHT’S RAILWAY ALBUM 
THE CULCAIRN TO COROWA RAILWAY 
RAILWAYS AND BUSES OF CHESTER 
BRITISH STEAM PORTFOLIO 


New Titles from lan Allan Publication: 
BR STEAM MOTIVE POWER DEPOTS NER by Paul Bolger 
THE CHANGING WESTERN SCENE 1984 to 1984 
by Michael Baker 
BR LOCOMOTIVES: 2 SULZER TYPES 2 and 83 by A.TH. Tayler ... 
SOUTH EASTERN AND CHATHAM RAILWAY ALBUM 
by P.K. Jones 
RAILWAY WORLD ANNUAL 1985 by Michael Harris 
RAILWAY LIVERIES LONDON AND NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY 
by Brian Haresnape 


Other Australian Titles 
PRESERVED V.R. STEAM RAILWAY Railmac 
CAVALCADE of AUSTRALIAN COASTAL PASSENGER STEAMERS 
Ronald Parsons 
AUSTRALIAN HALF-CAB BUSES Bruce Tilley 
STEAM AROUND ADELAIDE Railmac 
RAILS TO VICTOR HARBOUR A.R.H.S. 


Please add $1.50 postage and packing 
to orders, and forward to: 


FREE POST No. 6 

2? — i) RED HEART SOUVENIRS 
P.O. Box 1013 

BEART ouvanire Alice Springs N.T. 5750 
(NO STAMP REQUIRED) 
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In 1975 we made available to Australian railfans the “Shildon 
Cavalcade”, commemorating 150 years of steam passenger railways 
in Britain. Then in 1980 “Rocket 150” celebrating the 150th 
Anniversary of the locomotive trials of the Liverpool & Manchester 
Railway Co. 


Now, we are equally proud to offer you the 


150th Anniversary Celebrations of 
THE GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY 


pe 

1835 19385 

———1L__150 years _ 7 ah 
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Highlights include — 
@ The Swindon Exhibition 


@ Steam special Swindon — Gloucester and double-headed steam 
Plymouth — Bristol. Reserved seats on specials guaranteed. 


AND THE 


150th Anniversary of 
THE GERMAN RAILWAYS 


1835 1985 


EISENBAHNEN @ Marvel at the Jubilee Parade of 60 locomotives. 
®@ Ride the main-line steam specials. Seats guaranteed. 
Join us on 24 AUGUST 1985 for these outstanding events and enjoy at the same 
time... 
e@ A 3 week tour of the best of Britain’s railfan attractions. 
® Plus 2'/% weeks through Scandinavia, Bavaria and the Black Forest. 


® Combine either or both of the above with HONG KONG TO LONDON by Rail — 
the rail journey of a lifetime. Entirely by rail through 14 countries departing 
21 JUNE 1985. 


For further information write to 
A.R.E. OVERSEAS TOURS, PO. Box 187 CROYDON, VIC., 3136 


The Association of Railway Enthusiasts 
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